Then we have the Statement from the Chapter Delegates, prepared and discussed at the Assembly of
Delegates. It explains a little more fully the context within which the decisions were made and
captures the characteristic Marist spirit which led to the unanimous and enthusiastic support for the
directions taken. The statement follows.

The Provinces of Melbourne, New Zealand & Sydney
and The District of Melanesia

//’7’7

A New Epoch for the Marist Charism

Message from the Brothers at the Assembly and Concurrent Chapters

held at St Joseph’s College, Hunters Hill, Sydney from 19 - 22 December 2010

The delegates from the Provinces of Melbourne, New Zealand and Sydney and the District of Melanesia,

meeting this week in Sydney, committed themselves to the establishment of a new governance and

canonical structure that will result in a new Province and two Districts for the Oceania region within
three years.

Oceania has always been significant in the life of our
Institute. In 1836, Marcellin chose to send his first
missionary Brothers beyond France to Oceania. That was
an historic occasion. Down the years generations of
Brothers have developed our mission in various countries.
Today, 22nd December, 2010, we arrive at another
historic moment, some one hundred and seventy four

years after our first Brothers stepped ashore on our lands.

From 19" to 22™ December, 2010, we assembled as Brothers, both together as one Assembly and in our
individual Chapters. We made recommendations and took decisions that will affect the future of all
Brothers and Lay Marists in Oceania. This we did, as Brothers, committed to the mission of Jesus and

committed to nurturing the faith and education of young people, particularly the most marginalised.

We were honoured to have with us our Superior General, Br Emili Turt and our General Councillors, Brs
John Klein and Michael de Waas. Seventy two of us from our General Council (3), the District of
Melanesia (4), the Provinces of Melbourne (24), New Zealand (17) and Sydney (24) met, discussed,
discerned and prayed for what we all believe in so strongly — to live

out together Marcellin’s charism in Oceania today.

We adopted a method similar to that used at our last General Chapter,
gathering around tables in fraternal dialogue, searching like Mary to
understand God’s call at this time for this part of our Marist world.
Enthused in having reached consensus, we now move forward,
confident in the leadership of our Provincials and District Leader, yet
aware of the difficulties that still confront us. Like Mary, we are ready
to take the next steps into a new land.
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KEY PROVINCE DATES

The Provincials of the Melbourne and Sydney Provinces have decided to invite a member of the
other Provincial Council to join each meeting. Consequently, Peter Walsh has already attended a
meeting of the Sydney Council and Michael Green joined our own Council meeting on Friday, 21t
January 2011. A number of joint Council meetings are also being planned for 2011. We are

beginning to compile a list of Province dates. An initial list appears below.

January

Friday, 215t

Provincial Council Planning Meeting

February

Wednesday, 16t
Saturday, 26"
Monday, 28" — Thur 3" March

Provincial Council Meeting
ICFP Graduation Ceremony Baucau — Timor Leste
Community Leaders’ Conference — Mittagong

March

Sunday, 26

Friday, 4t Blessing & Opening of Montagne Centre — Brunswick
Saturday, 51 Combined Provincial Council Meeting — SJC
Friday, 25" Provincial Council Meeting

April
Saturday, 30t |Pr0vincia| Council Meeting

May
Friday, 27t |Pr0vincia| Council Meeting

June
Monday, 6t Feast of Marcellin Champagnat
Friday, 10t Combined Provincial Council Meeting — Melbourne
Friday, 24t Provincial Council Meeting

Brisbane Jubilee Celebration

July

Saturday, 2"
Sunday, 3@ — Wednesday, 6™

Monday, 4 — Wednesday, 6%
Sunday, 10t

Sydney Jubilee Celebration
AMSA Conference

Melanesia Chapter

Melbourne Jubilee Celebration

Friday, 22nd Provincial Council Meeting
August
Friday, 26" |Provincia| Council Meeting
September
Friday, 30" |Provincia| Council Meeting

October

Thursday, 13t — Sunday, 16"
Friday, 28t

Combined Provincial Council Meeting — Mittagong
Provincial Council Meeting

November

Friday, 25"

Provincial Council Meeting

December

Saturday, 37
Saturday, 10t

Marist Ministries Mass & Dinner
Provincial Council Meeting
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