
• Marist Presence •  Transition • Sargodha • Brother Kelvin Canavan • Lesson in empathy •

• Volume 40 • Number 5 • June 2009 •• Volume 40 • Number 5 • June 2009 •

Do we really believe 
that the Spirit of God 
who was 
so alive and active in 
Marcellin Champagnat 
longs to live and breathe 
in us today?

Br Seán Sammon
at Curitiba March 2009
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The charism of Marcellin

The charism that came into our world
through Marcellin was a gift to the
Church, and not solely to the Marist
community. Pope Paul VI reminded us time and again that a
charism is nothing more and nothing less than the fruit of the
Holy Spirit. In any institution that bears the name Marist to-
day, therefore, we must ask ourselves this question: do you
and I really believe that the Spirit of God who was so alive
and active in Marcellin Champagnat longs to live and breathe
in you and me today.

The beginnings of his project were rather modest, but then
they often are whenever any of us have an idea that stands
outside the mainstream. He started with an old house, and
two rather uneducated young men who had but some under-
standing of what he had in mind. But Marcellin Champagnat
also had a dream, the dream of telling poor children and
young people just how much God loved each of them, And to-
day this dream has grown to encompass 79 countries
throughout the world and to involve tens of thousands of
brothers and laymen and women in the lives of approxi-
mately 500.000 young people each year.

Marcellin thought the best way of realizing this dream was to
be in the midst of the young, as their older brother and sister.
Love was at the heart of his method of education and he be-
lieved firmly that children learned best if they were cared for
first.

His was a style of educating that was foreign to the customs of
the day, but one that understood something about the future.
For Marcellin Champagnat always considered the future
when seeking solutions and not solely the past.

Br, Sean Sammon 
Curitiba, 

March 13th, 2009
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